
In a successful mediation, there’s a moment when 2 people are sitting across from each other stating 
their case and a breakthrough occurs, says the Honorable Marie Lihotz. 

As a former New Jersey judge, Lihotz is experienced in solving problems, and she’s not afraid to 
make tough calls. Lihotz recently joined Archer’s 
matrimonial team after 20 years as a member of the 
New Jersey Judiciary. At Archer she works with 
parties to solve legal disputes through mediation 
and arbitration. 

“Suddenly, they’re able to see the problem from 
the other side’s point of view, or they realize the underlying cause of their conflict, which they hadn’t 
considered before entering mediation,” says Lihotz, Of Counsel at Archer Law. “That’s the moment 
when the fight between litigants turns into an opportunity to really solve their problems.” 

Although Lihotz didn’t initially imagine herself in family law, she has always been motivated by 
helping people, especially through challenging times. In retrospect, it’s not surprising to her that she 
fell in love with family law.  

“Family law allows you to dive into so many different aspects of the law – tax law, estate planning, 
and even business and employment issues because these cases pull from a person’s entire life, not 
just one aspect of it,” says Lihotz, who spent 10 of her years on the bench in the Family Part and the 
remainder as an appellate judge, where she published more than 120 opinions. 

In real time, she had a hand in creating the law across New Jersey, says Lihotz. Working with the 
Appellate Division, she was involved in cases that gained national attention and changed the way the 
law works in this state.  

“There are cases I worked on during my days on the bench that remain guiding precedent for the 
legal issues addressed,” she adds. “Now, working at Archer, it’s fulfilling to continue to help people 
solve problems during some of the most difficult moments of their lives. In mediation, I help  guide 
them to end the controversy and see the path for their future.”  n 

  

When people are going through a difficult time, it can be hard to separate the situation from the 
emotions it evokes, especially in matters of family law. So much is at stake that it’s vital you have 
someone by your side who is calm and level-headed so they can guide you, says Jennie Owens, an 
associate at Archer Law.  

“Family law cases can put clients in really difficult situations where they feel sad or angry or upset, 
and it can be hard for them to look at things rationally,” says Owens. “That’s where it’s my job to step 
in and help.”  

Every case brings new information in a new situation, and her strength, she says, is being able to 
help her clients by doing a clear-headed analysis of the facts.  

“There’s a cost-benefit analysis for every decision you make,” says Owen, who specializes in divorce, 
custody support, domestic violence and adoption cases. “You have to consider all the factors – not 

just from your clients, but from everyone involved – before you make a 
decision or give advice. This isn’t just a theoretical argument. These are 
real decisions that are going to impact people’s lives.”  

That responsibility, she says, is what she stresses to law students as 
an adjunct professor at Rutgers School of Law in Camden. Some have 
gone on to become her fellow associates at Archer. “It’s not just about 
solving disputes,” says Owens. “It’s about being there for families in a 
positive way during a challenging time in their lives.”  

“There was one case when a parent had taken their child to another 
state, and the court ordered them to come back to the courthouse in 
New Jersey,” she adds. “The little boy was young and nonverbal, and he  

hadn’t seen his other parent, my client, for weeks. When he got off the elevator and saw his dad, he 
lit up and just ran to him. It was such a strong reminder of why I do the work that I do.”   n  

“That’s the moment when the fight between 
litigants turns into an opportunity to 
really solve their problems.”

“It’s about being 
there for families 
in a positive way 
during a 
challenging time 
in their lives.”

Solving problems every day 

A level head in an emotional time 
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