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Archer is pleased to announce that partner Lori Grifa has been con�rmed by the New Jersey Senate to be a

Judge of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Essex County Vicinage. A Montclair resident since 2003, Grifa was

recommended to the bench by Senator Nia H. Gill and formally nominated by the Governor for the position last

month. She is set to be sworn in to her new role in early February.

Grifa has divided her career between the public and private sectors and is an expert in government affairs,

regulatory and administrative law. Admitted to practice law in 1989, Grifa joined Archer in 2015.

“We are very pleased that Governor Murphy nominated Lori for the Superior Court,” said Archer President

Christopher Gibson. “Lori has been a valued member of the government affairs, health care, land use, and real

estate practice groups. She has provided sage counsel to the �rm’s clients and devoted time and attention to the

development of associates. Lori is a dear friend of mine and I know her sense of justice and equity will serve the

people of New Jersey well. We could not be prouder of Lori and this well-deserved honor.”

“I am humbled and honored to have been sponsored by my Senator, Hon. Nia H. Gill, and nominated by Governor

Phil Murphy for a seat on the Essex County Superior Court,” says Grifa. “The courts are our country’s most

important asset – a level playing �eld for all – and I hope to use my seat on the bench to create a fair opportunity

for all to appear and be heard.”

Known for her passion, commitment and strong moral compass, Grifa has always been fascinated by the power

and importance of advocacy. In her over 30-year career, Grifa worked to expertly untie the administrative and

regulatory knots that frustrate and plague the business community on matters involving the New Jersey

Departments of Community Affairs, Banking & Insurance, Environmental Protection, Health, Human Services,

Labor, Transportation and Treasury, as well as the state’s professional Licensing Boards and the Division of

Alcoholic Beverage Control.

Prior to joining Archer, Grifa served Governors from both sides of the aisle. From 2010 to 2012, Grifa served as

commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs under then-Gov. Chris Christie. From 2002 to 2003, she
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served as Chief of Staff to the New Jersey Attorney General. She started her career in 1989 as an assistant

district attorney in the of�ce of the Brooklyn District Attorney and later served as a special assistant district

attorney in the Manhattan District Attorney’s Of�ce, specializing in gang-related homicide prosecutions. She

moved on to private practice in 1997.

Lori has received appointments by the Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court to a number of important

attorney committees, including the Committee for Women and the Courts and the State Domestic Violence

Working Group. She also served as a member of the District 5A Attorney Ethics Committee.

A graduate of Boston College School of Law, Grifa served as law clerk to Judge Elbert Tuttle of the Superior

Court of Massachusetts. She earned her B.A., cum laude, from Rutgers University.

About Archer

Founded in 1928, Archer is a full-service law �rm serving Fortune 100 clients, small to medium-sized businesses

and individuals. The �rm provides litigation and transactional services in nearly every area of law, including

business counseling, labor & employment, real estate, health care, intellectual property, family and matrimonial,

personal injury, public �nance, tax, trusts and estates, bankruptcy, land use and environmental law. With 175

attorneys, Archer has eight of�ces throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, including Voorhees, Hackensack,

Princeton and Red Bank, NJ; Philadelphia and Harrisburg, PA; Wilmington, DE; and New York, NY.
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