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Archer partner John C. Connell has co-authored the recently published 2023 NJ Open Public Records and

Public Meetings Manual. This revised treatise is now available from Gann Law in print or e-book editions. Gann

Law Books is a widely recognized publisher of legal treatises that focus on New Jersey law, with commentary

that is frequently cited as authority by the New Jersey courts.

This version continues to cover in detail topics that include, among others, statutory access, scope of

“government record,” right to sue, filing deadlines, availability of counsel fees, common law access, meeting

schedules and agendas, notices, executive sessions, and enforcement.

As chair of Archer’s Media and Communications Law Group, John has represented local, regional, and national

companies in a broad variety of communications law matters. His work has resulted in State and federal

precedential decisions in First Amendment jurisprudence, as well as public records, public access, and related

issues. John represented a consortium of media interests during the legislative hearings and negotiations from

2000 to 2002 culminating in the enactment of the Open Public Records Act.

Mr. Connell’s extensive professional involvement includes membership on the New Jersey Supreme Court

Committee on the Rules of Evidence from 2008 to 2017, and the New Jersey Supreme Court Advisory

Committee on Public Access to Court Records since 2019. He is a founder and former chair of the Media and

Communications Law Committee of the New Jersey State Bar Association and remains a member of the

Committee. He is also a member of the First Amendment Committee of the American Bar Association, the New

Jersey Media Lawyers Association, the editorial boards of the New Jersey Law Journal and the New Jersey

Lawyer Magazine, and New Jersey Editor, Privacy Law Survey, Media Law Resource Center (NYC).

About Archer

Founded in 1928, Archer & Greiner, P.C. (Archer) is a full-service law firm serving Fortune 100 clients, small to

medium-sized businesses and individuals. The firm provides litigation and transactional services in nearly every

area of law, including business counseling, labor & employment, real estate, health care, intellectual property,
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family and matrimonial, personal injury, public finance, tax, trusts and estates, bankruptcy, land use and

environmental law. With 175 attorneys, Archer has nine offices, including Voorhees, Hackensack, Princeton and

Red Bank, NJ; Philadelphia and Harrisburg, PA; Wilmington, DE; New York, NY; and Houston, TX.
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