
Cases & DeCisions
Maureen Coghlan, Jim Graziano, and Charlie 

Dennen recently achieved a highly 
favorable settlement in a Natural 
Gas Act condemnation matter.  
This allowed the client to begin 
immediate construction on a 

pipeline so as to meet a critical June 2017 in-
service requirement. 

Kimberly A. Capadona, with the 
help of Ashley M. 
LeBrun, won summary 
judgment on behalf 
of the defendant 

hospital, in the United States 
District Court for District of New Jersey.  Plaintiff, 
a former full-time nurse, alleged that she was 
discriminated against based upon her race and 
color in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1962. Plaintiff claimed that she was, 
inter alia, floated to less desirable units more 
often than Caucasian nurses.  Plaintiff initially 
filed a charge of discrimination with the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
which determined that the hospital engaged in 
discrimination and thereafter issued Plaintiff a 
right-to-sue letter.
 
In its motion for summary judgment, the 
hospital argued that nurses of races other than 
that of Plaintiff were floated nearly as often 
and sometimes more often than Plaintiff, that 
floating depended on hospital needs, and that 
floating did not affect Plaintiff’s title, pay, or 
employment benefits. District Judge Susan 
D. Wigenton wrote the opinion, granting 
the hospital summary judgment because the 
plaintiff could not demonstrate a prima facie 
case of employment discrimination under Title 
VII in that there was no evidence of any tangible, 
adverse employment action.  Betts v. Summit 
Oaks Hosp., No. 14-06357-SDW-LDW, 2017 
U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3535 (D.N.J. Jan. 10, 2017).  

The United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit summarily affirmed the District Judge’s 
decision on April 27, 2017.  Betts v. Summit 
Oaks Hosp., No. 17-1320.
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spotLight on sheLLey r. smith 
by: Blair A. Palmisano

After a rewarding career with the City 
of Philadelphia, Shelley R. Smith, Esq.  
continues to pave the way for female 
attorneys at Archer. Not only is Shelley 
a successful litigator, but she is also a 
female role model who has never let 
gender define her or get in her way. 
Shelley previously served for eight 
years as Philadelphia’s City Solicitor 
during Michael Nutter’s mayoral 
tenure. As the City’s top attorney, she 
ran a 325-person office while working 
in an environment without many 
woman in high-ranking positions.

However, gender was never a lens through which any mentor, 
teacher, or parent presented options to Shelley. She credits 
her father, especially, who encouraged her to do whatever 
she wanted without any limitations. This motivation and 
belief that the possibilities were endless led her to various 
leadership roles within the City Law Department, and 
eventually to its top position.

Shelley’s confidence and persistence earned her the 
nickname “the hardliner” from  Mayor Nutter. During 
meetings and negotiations, she often had to deliver messages 
her clients did not want to hear. The Mayor sometimes was 
constrained by circumstances to take unpopular positions, 
such as during labor negotiations during the recession. In 
the face of political pressure or criticism, Shelley was able to 
hold her ground and maintain the Administration’s leverage. 
She was not intimidated by the recognition that acting in 
the City’s best interests might cause frustration to those 
who favored political expediency. She was guided by her 
own moral compass and the knowledge that she alone had 
to live with the long-term consequences of her decisions.

Shelley looks forward to using her management and 
leadership experience in her Commercial Litigation and 
Labor & Employment practice at Archer. While at the City, 
she handled numerous complex litigation matters and 
became accustomed to balancing a large case load with her 
management roles.  Shelley’s unique experiences will add to 
the expertise of the Archer team, who is excited to welcome 
her to the firm. 

Shelley can be reached at srsmith@archerlaw.com or (215) 
246-3127.
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Women against abuse Donation
In keeping with its annual tradition, the Women’s Network was 
pleased to sponsor another successful charity drive this winter.  
The Network selected Women Against Abuse – Philadelphia’s 
leading domestic violence advocate and service provider – as the 
target of this year’s efforts and was pleased to grant the holiday 
wishes of survivors of domestic violence and their children with 
the donations photographed below.
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in the neWs
In the Community - Awards and Board Appointments

Kimberly A. Capadona was appointed to serve a 
two-year term as the President of the Seton Hall 
University Alumni Board of Directors. The Board 
is responsible for supporting the development of 
activities designed to engage Seton Hall’s 92,000 
alumni.  

Suzanne K. Collins was named an “Awesome 
Attorney” for Personal Injury Law in the December 
2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine.

Deborah A. Hays was named an “Awesome 
Attorney” for Business Law in the December 
2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine.

Frances A. McElhill was named an “Awesome 
Attorney” for Charitable Organizations Law in the 
December 2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine.

Jennie A. Owens was featured as a speaker 
at a seminar sponsored by the Rutgers 
Institute for Professional Education entitled 
“Fundamentals of New Jersey Family Law 
and Practice.” Jennie was also named an 
“Awesome Attorney” for Family Law in the December 
2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine. 

Kathleen P. Stockton was featured as a 
speaker at a seminar sponsored by the 
Rutgers Institute for Professional Education 
entitled “Fundamentals of New Jersey 
Family Law and Practice.” Kathleen was also 

named an “Awesome Attorney” for Family Law in the 
December 2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine.

Jamie A. Slimm was appointed to serve as the 
Secretary of the Alice Paul Institute’s Board of 
Directors. 

Tracy Asper Wolak was appointed to the 
NAWBO South Jersey Board of Directors.  Tracy 
was also featured as a panelist at NAWBO South 
Jersey’s “Growth and Leadership Panel Event” and 
presented “Decoding the FMLA” at the Archer & 

Greiner Annual Labor and Employment Law Seminar.

Stephanie J. Zane was named an “Awesome 
Attorney” for Family Law in the December 2016 
issue of South Jersey Magazine.

Tara Hagopian Zane was named an “Awesome 
Attorney” for Estate Planning / Asset Protection 
Law in the December 2016 issue of South Jersey 
Magazine.  

Publications and Events
Lisa Stewart Albright authored an article entitled 
“Responding to Data Breaches” in the December 
2016 edition of the New Jersey Lawyer Magazine. 
Lisa was also featured as a speaker at the firm-
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WeLCome to the Firm
Brittney A. Cafero is an associate in Archer’s Estate & Trust Litigation group in Haddonfield.  
Prior to joining the firm, she was a law clerk for the Honorable J. Christopher Gibson in the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Cape May County.  Brittney received her B.A. from Stockton 
University and her J.D. from Rutgers Law School. Brittney can be reached at bcafero@archerlaw.

com or 856-354-2313.

Lauren E. Krohn is an associate in Archer’s Corporate group in Haddonfield.  Prior to joining 
the firm, she was a law clerk for the Honorable David M. Ragonese, Superior Court of New 
Jersey, Civil Division.  Lauren received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and her 
J.D. from Rutgers School of Law. Lauren can be reached at lkrohn@archerlaw.com or (856) 
354-3035. 

Alison Morrissey is an associate in the Business Litigation group in Archer’s Philadelphia 
office.  Alison attended law school at the Georgetown University Law Center.  Prior to joining 
Archer, she worked as an associate in litigation groups focusing on product liability and general 
personal injury issues.  Before law school, Alison worked both in academia in basic science 
research, and in the pharmaceutical industry. Alison can be reached at amorrissey@archerlaw.

com or 215-246-3111. 

Jessica L. Perl is Of Counsel in the Princeton Office and focuses her practice in the area of 
Health Care Law.  Prior to joining Archer & Greiner, Jessica served in the Office of General 
Counsel for the New Jersey Hospital Association.  Jessica received a B.A. and a Master of 
Public Administration from American University and thereafter, her J.D. and a Graduate 
Certificate in Health and Hospital Law from Seton Hall University School of Law. Jessica can 
be reached at jperl@archerlaw.com or (609) 580-3718.

sponsored CLE program entitled “Data Privacy, Cybersecurity and Information Governance – Legal Overview and Best Practices for Law 
Firm Compliance and Practice Group Marketing.” Additionally, she was named an “Awesome Attorney” for Health/Administrative Law in 
the December 2016 issue of South Jersey Magazine.    

Maureen T. Coghlan presented on Eminent Domain Actions at the National Business Institute’s “Attorneys’ Guide to Local 
Government Law.” Maureen also will publish an interview with the Honorable John Michael Vazquez, U.S.D.J. in the New 
Jersey State Bar Federal Practice and Procedure Newsletter. 

Melissa Osorio Dibble was featured as a presenter at the “15th Annual Forum: Hot Trends in Estate Litigation” for 
the Camden County Bar Association. Melissa also presented “What We’ve Learned So Far Under Uniform Trust 
Code” at a CLE event hosted by the Burlington County Bar Association.

Lori Grifa appeared on NJTV’s “On the Record with Michael Aron”–a program that spotlights New Jersey’s political 
newsmakers– to discuss the presidential election.

Laura Link was featured as a panelist at the New Jersey Business & Industry Association’s “Hands-On Handbook 
Clinic.”  Laura also presented “Practical Advice to Help Prepare for Defending Your First Deposition” at a seminar 
sponsored by the Jenkins Law Library.     
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