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state of Rodriguez v.
Abramowitz: An Atlantic
County jury handed up a $4

million verdict on May 31 in a medical
malpractice suit over a casino work-
er’s fatal heart attack, but a high-low
agreement will cap recovery at
$800,000.

Amilcan Rodriguez Sr., 50, a
doorman at The Sands in Atlantic City,
died while being airlifted from
Newcomb Medical Center in Vineland
to  Presbyterian = Hospital in
Philadelphia for an emergency cardiac
catheterization.

Rodriguez’s estate, represented by
Richard Grungo Jr. of Archer &
Greiner in Haddonfield, sued
Rodriguez’s primary care physician,
Jodi Abramowitz of Linwood, and a
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consulting  cardiologist, Mahesh
Ghayal of Mainland Heart Consultants
in Galloway Township.

Superior Court Judge William
Nugent presided at the two-week trial.

The jury found that for the 14
months Rodriguez was her patient,
Abramowitz failed to conduct an EKG
that would have diagnosed his coro-
nary artery disease. At one point, she
diagnosed him as suffering from
malignant hypertension (dangerously
high blood pressure), yet sent him
home.

But the jury also found Rodriguez
20 percent liable for having delayed a
visit to the cardiologist for six weeks
after Abramowitz told him to go.
Expert witnesses on both sides testi-
fied that had he done so, he could have

undergone lifesaving arterial bypass
surgery.

When Rodriguez finally saw
Ghayal for a consultation, Ghayal con-
ducted an EKG, found mildly abnor-
mal readings and scheduled a follow-
up stress test and EKG for a date three
weeks later.

Rodriguez was hospitalized and
died three days after his visit with
Ghayal, but the jury found Ghayal did
not deviate from the proper standard of
care in his reading of the EKG or in
the post-diagnosis procedure he
ordered.

The jury assessed damages against
Abramowitz in the amount of $2 mil-
lion for Rodriguez’s pain and suffering
and $2 million for the loss suffered by
his surviving adult children.

The high-low agreement provid-

ed for minimum recovery of
$200,000 and a maximum of
$800,000, says Abramowitz’s
lawyer, Joseph Di Croce, a

Manasquan solo. The doctor’s carri-
er is Princeton Insurance Co.

The lawyer for Ghayal and
Mainland Heart Consultants, Margate
solo James Savio, says the high-low
agreement was concluded after the
jury reached a verdict but before the
verdict was read in court.

— By Ronald Heury
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